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1 5 Name ma of my a Mn ſock 0 
boi A BY 25 t, NR e E Str gre 
7 Inken Wordaare the Reaſon given by 
_> \ why: he b Gol. to deli. 
1. 1 Poverty; und to fend Hm 
wil ae contenient fe 8 
heal foal e ond tokg he name | 
not that he — Poverty — included a 
deceſſity, than it is an Excuſe for doing either: 
but, 1, . becauſe he had made it his ob- 
tration, that Theſe were vice into which per 
ons of the meaneſt Rank were more eſperial- 
y liable to be inſuared : as the lownels of their 
Condition very oſten proves a Temptation 
the Former; and as Boch may be too 5 
the diſmal Conſequence of the want of à Reli⸗ 
zious Education, under which the ge | 
he Poor have always labour d; which N | 
tcem'd a want of the greateſt Convenience in 
This Life, as of what is the moſt Whey _— 
of our obtaining, a Better. 51:5 f 
But, whether this latter Phraſe nne 
une of my God in vain be to be underſtood in ais 
lace in the common and uſual acceptation of 
ij as it generally fignifies the irreverent. Uſage: 
of the Name of God in our Ordinary diſcourſe, 
 prophaning it by vain and Common Swearing, 
pon light and — cc ions ; which 1 indeed ; 
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too „ 
the Maler f 2 2222 5 
8 and Awfull Name; 
Ot, whether by it is meant whe «dis chat name 
of God in a more Solemn, but more Impiou 
. by taking a falſe Oath, in order to make 


our felves appear innocent oft any guilt char 4 
upon us, be Heal, . + 


Gems i. e. leſt, after t have er, | 

E ſhould- farther add to my Guilt, by calle on 

the Name of God to atteſt my 11 

thereby hope to ſcreen my ſelf from lin 
puniſhment ; as One Sin is apt to call in Auo- 

Saur to it's aſſiſtance, and Theft Yup often leads 


the way to Lying and Perjury me | Fe 138 


Or laſtly, whether by cating . 
vain, which is here e A Sin, & + the 
poor were in more eminent danger of; de mean 


the ſpeaking | lightly of Him, or chargin 5m 


foobfb! Lich ard to the unequal dif] n 
of 25 — in this World. 2 which 
conſtruction the · ſenſe of the place maſt" be thi, 
that as the 3 when they are Full, are apt to 
deny Him, who # the Lord; fo the Pwr 
under = = e of their Want, were apt to/fea 
in diſtruſt of His Providence, and take Mis nun 
in tuin by repining and murmuring at the ine- 
quality of His diftri tions ; as the Formerlookt 
upon themfelves. to be Above His Reach, ſo ti 
Latter eſteem d themſelves as Below His Con 
fideration; and, whilſt Thoſe Defyd His Fro 
vidence, Theſe Suſpected 1 by ors) 


la which ſoe ven | ſenſes the Words 
ine to be underſtood, tis certain; that the H- 
y Penman (in this Prayer, i that he makes to Al. 
mighty: God for a com t (ubfiſtence) doch 
intimate, that tis very difficult) for a man toi be- 
have himſolf, as be ought, in Either of the Extreme 
conditions of life that Wealth and Poverty har 
each of them their reſpective ſuures and tempra- 
tions; that tis very hard for a man to tnom eicher 
how to want, or how to abound; and in this lat- 
ter clauſe marks: dut | the: vices; to which either 
from conſidering the Nature of } things, or from | 
ſome obſervations: of F t, he lookt upon the 
poor, as more eſpecially. addicted viz. Beating, 
ind iaking de name-of Cad in s 
I am not willing to enquire, how far the ob- 

ſervation implyid.1n the Text may witli Juſtice - 
be made of the Poor in theſe times. Tis part of 
the character of that Chriſtian Grace, which hath 
calld you together at this time; that it rb inłeth 

w Evil, is not forward to entertain. or receive 
an ill opinion af any Particular Perſon, much 
tis of any Order or Degree of Men. However, 
Poverty is a ſtate, that doth at leaſt Subject 
Men to very ftrong Temptations, if not an Fact 
dive them to unlawfull courſet; as the very oc- 
alion of this. Preſent meeting doth plaialy ſup- 
poſe, that the Children of the Poor would, 
yithout Tour Charitable aſſiſtance, be depri v d 

of the Benefit of being Early ſeaſon d with the 
Principles of Religion and Piety; as the Deſign 
of it is to make a Proviſion for their Tempotal 
Velfare, by taking care, that they be hred up 
in ſome way of honeſt labour; but cheifly to 
provide for their Spiritual Welfare, by having 

| — 5 WW — 


Laddulin . 8 che Charing: of we 
deſign d to entendu it ſelf to: the a 
dies of thoſeʒ ion whom. it is to be e 
49 reſcue the Growing Generation in ſor 
ſure from Poverty 1 it ſelf, at leaſt from dhe 
Conſequences and Effects of it; 1 think, Ie 
better anſwer the ends of this Preſent Selam 
chan by taking occaßon from theſe Word 
a6 7H MCLE Wand 9 03 a 413 cup . 8. gd 
| 75 L Th o inforce upon the Rich the Duty of c 000 
tributing toward the relief and appr f 
+: the Poor; and particularly: to r 
td them that Eminent inſtance of 
which bath occaſion d Your — 
40: 211 161 WL . 10 118 27371 88086 [1 | 
II. To caution the Poor . ſuch vices; 
70 by the Circamftan ES of their Condition ret 
[1:1] (der them more liable to fall into, and u 
G00 exhort chem to the conteevy Fig big 
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1 5 1 ſhall edge upon * Miche the Duty 
5 contributing toward the relief and ſuppe 
of the Poor; and particularly recommen 
to them that Eminent inſtance of 
ty, which Ss occaſion d. Tour — 
ee WA Tos op 901 
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eg, one * thinks e 1 
more forcible perſwaſive to this duty, than Thu 
which is ſuggeſted in the Text. If a ſtate ofen 
treme Want be a condition df ſo much Peri 

if, as Solomon ſay 8, Prot. 10. 15. the Ane 
the Poor i it their Poverty; (as all. unlawfull mes 


12 fapplying * wants lead to utter c 
= 1 ſtruction 


— . W * mn 


fraction: had n eee 


eee e of: Gola, the accurſed. 
with which he, — rn 32 he burut 


+ Geh if Fay, the craving and preſſing neceſ- 


only to the unlaw full Coveting, but even to fin- 
full — Obtaining another man's Silver 
ar Gold 5; "to: tranſereſe for. a piece of bread, and ſteal 
ts ſattsfie: their Souls, when. then are ;»howe- 
ver Inexcuſable They remgl 
cre, that we don t in I 
their Guilt. Let our Char. 
of extreme Neceſſſ 
il into: Temptation our: Selyes, let us eſteem it our 
Fu A 3 n Others out 
af it. 4 (Wat e e oy (284 g =} 
| And indeed; :dit 2 w but Geka, that Every, 
he pooreſt, man is our. Brother, for mbom: Chriſt 
9 did the Value, we ſet upon his Son; bear 
any kind of proportioii to the Price it ;Coſt ; 
every, the leaſt, danger, that ſeem d to thteaten 
it, would more ſenſibly move and affect us. Can 
luch corrauptible thing. — and gold, which 
vere of too mean aſxalqe to be the Ranſom of 


may add ſomething to it's Security? But what 
a manifeſt diſregard do we ſhew, for the Eter- 
nal as well as Temporal [Intereſts of ; the Poor ; 


Compaſſiondte'Lover of Souls, Who wh a great 
Sm, His own precious Blood, obtain d their Free- 


occaſion of leading them into Sin? 
But, as nothing, that hath been ſaid, norany 


admitted 


fries of the Poor be ſa likely to. tempt them, not 


a f let Usat leaſt take 3 


7" and, as we pray not to be 


a Soul, be hetter employ d, than ſo, as that they 


how unlike; do we behave. our ſelves; to That 
um, if We by our Cruelty prove the er 


ak, that may be ſuppos d, can in any ſenſe be 
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— 0 5 Jonſeque: 
ces — his Kind, But ., cha e ve may 
ſafely argue, that ſince Poverty, eſpecially; any 
great degree of it, Kapur Textduppoleth, | 
— as: it) à State endangers 
5 eee ir. to many ſevere\ Trial 
eCare, that We be not the 
| ons, by whom th#Offence cometh; that Our be. 
haviour to the Boon: ought to be tuch, u — 
remove, rather than put our farchlh diſcoura 
and 3 blocks in their way z and tha ti 
n r nme dation e engiey 
our Chara that the 
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| ng 7 
— of th 1e Wants of our poor 
Brother, e proves an A of the High 
Charity: to his Soul. Ne en M1; el»; 

But we have no need to preſs onen 0 
chis Duty any farther from Fw . 
quences, and ſuch, as may per j 
remote from us. If the Welkite' — 
bour's Soul doth not depend upon our Perform 
ance of it in Any Meaſure j tis certain chat I. 
of our Own doth in a very Great one in as much 
as this isa Duty, that is charg'd and bent 

1/t By the Law and Direction of Nature. 

© zaly, By the Order and Deſign of Providence. 

3a, By the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour,and 
od. wy the bs, pa” Command of Almight 
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„By the Law and Direction os 8 
te Herr reſehtment, a quick ſenſe and feel 
the Wants and ES of the painandai th 


genere 


auth given us a ſtrong bent and inclination to 


mourn 11 
ure hath annext a ſenſible 


ure to the per- 


neaſure to relieve a man's Self, as it rids him of 


nah that uneaſineſs, which naturally ariſeth in his 
ti upon zu fight of any ſuch object. Now 
eat can we Rall this natural impreſs on our Souls, 
te bot the voice of God, breathing Love, Com- 
Dor pſſon, and Charity inter weaving them as it 
het WY vere, with our very Conſtitution, and enjoyning 
I bem upon us by the Law and Condition of our 
['0 Being? | 

dle- Ts true indeed, that theſe, ſoft and tender im- 
S bvefions (the neareſt reſeinblance to the Divine 
gu- Nature) may be, and are tog often, effac d from 


hat relenting Inſtinct, by which they are carried 


S B-= S 


elf, But this is a mere Force pu 8 
Nature; the Scriptu re expreſſeth it hands þ 


ns. a ths. i 
22 
„ 
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* bowels, and Popes our ears. A man muſt po 
nd ly on the other fiat, as the Prieſt and Levite 5 
ity nuſt avoid the Sight <7 that miſery, which he is 


ſeſolv d not to Feel, or elſe Humanity will be a 
o ftrugple within him, to plead in its own Ca 


2 Bar 7 on member fer, 


6. 
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ata! 


BN” 


mane Fare, Gag alen hath implanted i in 
u natural tendency to pity and n; He 
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th them, that mourn; The Author of Na- 


formance of all Offices of kindneſs and pity; hath. 
pac'd in our very bowels a melting tenderneſs, 
z compaſſionate yearning towards our afflicted 
Neighbour 3 ſo that to relieve Him is in ſome 


— — — — — — — 


ur Souls; and the tender mercies < the wicked, event 
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wacts of Pity, is by degrees hardned into roots. 
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the miſeries of Ano ther, Itake to be founded: 
_ the Conne Nags ky Common do 
deſſities of Mankind. Anditheſe — 
very ſtrong reaſons for our endeavonting 
tivate and Cher iſn it; to retain our fad 
and not exchange them for thoſe of tone. For if 


1850 we conſider, that God hath made of one tiloud all us 


tion: of Men ; that Hei is the Common Father, of when 
the whale Family us nam d; that our Neceſſitor 
Brother is deriv d from the ſame Stock with t 
Selves, and that He, that made us in-the mom; mad 
bim; then ſurely, what:Nature/prompts-us to, vi 
appear ito be no more, than what: Reaſan wil 
juſtify ;. that; as Members of one Boch ono 
have all the ſame Care one for anotber, and i 
Propo rtion be affected with a Lend and Eck 
the ain, that Any one Part endures, And 
further, if we conſider wants, misfortunes ànd mi 
ſery, not, as they happen to be the Lot of thisor 
that Particular Perſon, but, as they are in them. 
ſelves an Entail upon our Whole Nature th 
We are equally involv di in the guilt, chat detird 
this Curſe upon Mankind, with Him, that en. 
dures it; that our preſent exemption from it i 
both a privilege, that we could no way claim, and 
what we are not ſure, will be made Perpetual 
us; even Intereſt it ſelf will carry us to pity Hu- 
mane Nature in Diſtreſs; we ſhall remember the 
that are in bonds, as bound with them, and them whil 
Mer adverſity, as being our ſelves alſo in the boch, 
Nov, whereas in Other Caſes a Courſe ofPicty 
and Vertue is a ſtate of perpetual Conflict with 
the natural appetites and inclinations of n 


W „e 


88 * 


a. een 

this particular, unleſo man takes a great deal of 9 
yins to bring himſelf tua degree of Loſes fibility, 
there is ſomething'even in Flelh and Blood, that 
vill mrongly plend and follicitrin'behalf'of the 
jeceflitons and diſtreſt. Andi ſſtall not Grace: then 

& chat wok, which Nature thus: lagpily 
ys the foundation and beginning of? Gught 
hot we to cheriſh and ſecohd d very motion of this 
kind; to improve Inſtinct into Vertue, and otit of 
principle of Tenderneſo produce Acts of | Cha» 
rity? The Apoſtle hath hramded with a peculiar 
hark of Infamy thoſe, that are lv of their om 
het, and coverons,” A man of this contracted and 
ſelfiſh ſpirit, diveſted of the generous Prihciples 
of humanity and tender heartedneſs, like a Be- 
zumm d and Dead Limb; ſhews, that he hath-no 
vital communication with the Body, and may ra- 
ther be accounted an Incumbrance, than properly 
eſteemed a Part vf it. But let not us break am 
theſe bands of Eove, nor caſt away cheſe cords of 
han, by which we are ty d and united to one 
another; but let us eſteem it the great goodneſs 
bf God that we are Inclin d, as we ate! Com- 
manded to relieve out Brother; and, that what 
He hath made our Duty, is likewiſe our Choice. - 
| 2aly, We are bound and fequir d to contribute 
toward the relief and ſupport of the Poor, by the 
order and deſigt of Providence. 
The appointing this regular ſaborditiationg 
that is ſeen in the different ſtates and degrees of 
le, the allotting to each "member its reſpective 
dee the (Rig up one, and ſorting deen another, 
the affigning to each part of this great body, what 
rank and quality it is to bear 3 theſe things arm 
not the effects of hazard ot adventure, or che de- 
* 3 eiſion 
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And, if this be the Tenure, by y bich we 
all that we have, if it be deriv d From. Gadd 
mighty, it will verymuch become us tc 
upon what Terms and Conditions e.receiy 55 
whether He hath given it to us Ab olutely, 40 
us dlat Diſcretion; and we are at liberty to du 
me will with it, as our own, or whether He hathao 
Charg d it with (what we may think) an Inch 
brance; whether 3t be not granted to ut upd 
ſome certain Reſervations; in a word, wh 
Le hath not ſome way or other fignify'd e 8 
vhat uſes and purpoſes it is to be employ d. 
Now; as we can t but conclude, that an Allwil : 
ener of the World had great ends to ſerre 
by making ſo unequal a diſtribution of theſe gu 
ward Bleflings ; ſo, if he hath diſtinguiſnt Usfrom 
many of our Fellow creatures bis. a larger ſhare 
and proportion of them; tis our Duty to com 
pPfly with His wiſe and g good deſigns, as far as the 
come to our knowledge. And, would we 1 
fider, that the Lord n — maker. both of tbe rich aui 
pour 5 that Hus mercy in over all hu mor; that He 
15 gau unto all, and careth for all alike z we muſt cot 
clulle, that He hath not left any of his Creatures 
o deſtitute, as to have made no Fry fe 
their Subſiſtence, as long as He is plegt d ig can 
tinue their Abode in this World., To . of 
would be . very en houghts 


t. 
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ja be 40e, & as carey iran intimation 80 
ea ious Sübifltence, fo they Rane — 
their arbitrary Inſults; that they are ſo abandam d, 
8 to have no right tothe Former, and ſo —. — 
to have no defene : againſtthe Later. OV EIDGS 
But the ſame God, who hatf promis d to uader- 
take their Cauſe," Hath likewiſe provided for their 
Supply. Tis the expreſs'Condition-of dur re- 
ceiying, what we have, tliat there ſnould be, as 
it vere, a Reſerv d Rent, —— 
return paid back to the whom the Sove- 
reign Owner of 'the Werl h appointed to re- 
vive it. God Almighty hath choſen to relieve 
Men by Men, to make the Rich Sewardi ober H 
ſbold, to give their Fellow: ſervants their meat in 
due ſeaſon ; He hath entruſted Them with the Care 
and Guardianſhip of the Poor, in order to try 
the Fidelity of the One, and to exerciſe the Faith 
ind Patience of the Other. And, ſince He hath 
tren the Earih to the children of Men (a Provifion 
Deſign d, as it ſufficient, for All his Creatures) 
he, who refuſeth to beſtow out of his Superflaity, 
whilſt others want for the Neceſſities of life, 
breaks in upon the Order and Deſign of Provi- 
dence; claims a Propriety in that, which was 
committed to him under the Obligation of a Traſt; 
doth not conſider, who it was, that made him 
er from another, what he hath receiv N from 
Whom, and to what End he receio d it. Ga, 
zaly, Let us conſider our obligation to this duty 


rom the example of our Bleſſed Saviour. 2 
— Ee this 
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will, Ach ie bee Ja N hat, 
| endeavour to copy after; His beneficent expel 
ions of it upon ae that offer di are 
he we mult Rudy to make our Pradtice;/and 
as far as the Life of Charity, which He led, is im- 
ne mp, tee we . 


Selcenfion, to, be! Janſelf 
acquainted with grief, wehe Born in g lo 
Live. in an afflicted Condition, to take m 
eur nature, and with it all the Wants and . 
ties of it; but be ſhew d thro His whole liſt the 
moſt generous inſtances of Love and Humanity; 
| Partook in all the wants and misfortunes oſ othepꝶ 
and, in that ſenſe too, bare our griefe and curtiu 
aur ſorroms. With what _—_— may we oblerve 
| ca about adozng. good, ſecking for 2 
miniſtring relief to the Bodys as well 
Souls of Men, and, -accordin i His Comma 
Sen Parable ſearching he lab gi an 
In what did He li Hi Almighty nk 
a. 25 in ſpewing mercy and pity? Ox what Miracle 
did He work, in which there was not ſome A@Qol 
Charity principally intended? How j{hould: the 
Inftance of His Compaſſion an the. Multitade,; and 


His - rn leſt they foould faint by the . 


he. j rel 19) be pere i ch Mul 
Hi Paver and Goodneſs at once to bo known, Javif 5 
14 the Paar with -bread, aud proper d for them 
tale in the, IV ilderneſt. In ag word, hat ſuit did 
this Com Lover ot Ma 
p paſs unreguardedꝰ ich what readineſs did kie 
Es . and Fre vent. Some requeſte ? A 
44755 af His lite aer fo many Aas of diün- : 
2 VS. J 3:14 brig 60 
Nay the Se in an expreſſion, che moſt 
Condeſcending, repreſents Him as an High Prieft, 
wich, even in His State of Glory and — 
Bucht with the. feeling, of our Infirmities,.in that He 
Himſelf was made Subject to, and Suffer d the like = 
in His State af Humiliation, and mas in all paints 
enpedb like as e are. Hab 2. 18. 4. 15. As if the 
Need Jeſus: dideven yet retain the- Print af the 
Nails and Spear in His Glarity'd Body, remem- 
ed the Hunger He endut d. in the Wilderneſe, the 
rt on theiCroſr, and the Agony in the Garden, 
that He might be a merciful. Ach Enel, that He 
might be thereby mov d to Succour Humane Na- 
ure in Every the like Inſtance of Diſtreſs; - 
And, as in His coming into the World, next. to 
e reconciling God to Man, He had — 
iu view, than to reconcile Men to One Anay 
eſtabliſh this nem cummandiment, and to make it — 
litintion of His diſciples; ſo twas to enfores 
this duty upon our minds, that Himſelf. became 
i Living Pattern and Inſtance of it, and, aa He 
* his] Diſciples upon the occaſion of His having 
Condeſcended to one of the meaneſt oſſiqes of like, 
fle hath loft ug an em e eulen 
en W * $5 wy" nf ne 2 | 


| ”_ 


Mindener fafſer 


: 


. * 


1 
o 
- 


inconſiſtent with That Character. And whereby 

then is our Religion without Charity, without 8 

that Duty, upon which our Saviour hath laid ſo u 
Peculiar and Emphatical a ſtreſs; that Merv) 


which God declares, He requires preferably : . 


n an . in the: 25 of 5 13 
glaoeth to His Own account, whatever is Chari- 
bly beſtow d on His poor Brethren, Te did it unto: 
Me; Come ye Bleſſed of my Father : and on the other, 
hand reckons. every. 1 of our aſſiſtance and 
ſcließ as a perſc ee — We to Himſelf, I did 
mt to Ade; 77 5 e ſed. Thus Bleſſed 


ot the Merci = ad HKS mercy at a time, 
when they 420155 ſt in need of it, at che laſt and 


tfreadfal Day of reckoning; as at the ſame time, 
te ſball / have Judges without ug, who bath E 4 
V mercy. 
And thus we ſee, that in ſome Cute our Sa- | 
our Himſelf, in the Perſon. of His poor Re- 
reſentatives,. asks us, as He did the Woman of 


lamaria, Give me to drink; and we like her chur- 
lihly _— How 3s it that thou askeſt. drink of me? 
But did we know, the gift of God, and who it is, that 
auth to us, gzve me 10 drink ; did we. conſider, 
bat He, who in His. poor Members is: the Ob-. 
kt, will in His Kingdom be the Reward of our 
Charity, will in return give ur living water, ever- 
ting life and happineſs ; tay if Com- 
paſſon would not move us, at leaſt | Intereſt. 
you'd; and we ſhould. be glad of every oppor- 
unity of making ſo advantagious an Exchange. 
So forcible are the motives, ſo ſtrong the 
obligations to this Duty, which 1 have. — en- 
dezyouring to recommend to you in Sene- 
ny The particular Objects, upon N 
ul Occaſions, - when. tis to, o be exercis d, 


| Diſcretion "wo. e 5 a © hea m 
Degree of it«muſt to his Conſcit 
muſt give me leave to recommend o 
_ vicukar ina nos of ic to you! ler Fe k 
That exceeds' all Other" — "and Werte 
cut be underſtood to mean a — 2 titt 
that, which hath eall d you together at this time 
which, 4 it is truly an Ac of Chatitu, 18 flow 
ing immediately from the higheſt Love unde 
ud? to thoſe; on-whom'it'is empioy d] ſo ti 


rity traly Religious; as having . , 


| God, for it's — 99 
6 Thoſe, for whom I am now'pleading/ with 


gard to their; outward quality and 9 — | 
this World, may be lock t upon ag the Leaſt 


our Saviour's brethren, but they are not the j i 


in His regard and eſteem. - Our Lord 
ly took occafion to expreſs a moſt pe om 
cern for Children; recommending their lane 


—2 to our Imitation, and their Helpleſſnef 


10 our Care and Protection; telling us, chat tt 
receive one of them in His name was to receive Hr 
and ſtrictly cautioning us, that we Thonld ta 
breed, that we defhiſe not one of theſe Iitthe ] 

- In what ſenſe can we more properly be faidte 
receive ſuch Children in the name of Chriſt, t 
by taking care, that they have an early know 
of the Datys of Chriſtianity. Ser 
dren ii vum unto Me, and forbid them nit, 


our Saviour to His Diſciples; from which Pact 


our -Excelient Churth huth with good reafort con 


claded; that we need not doubt, but that He fovnt 


ably allnveth that ds Wark of e 8 


PN 


=W >=. 


= =» ps 3: 


ud Profeſſion. they have made, what obligations 
od. engagements they lye under to perform it; 


ed wine a riſque and hazard they run, if chay 


neplect M., n FCC 
Or in what ſenſe could we more truly be ſaid 
to deſpiſe or and theſe. little ones, than, if we 
ſhould expreſs no regard, or concern for thoſeSoulr, 
phich, tho the Purchaſe of the bloud of Chriſt, 
xe yet in eminent danger of being loſt > Vice 
ud Wickedneſs naturally take Root in the Child; 
ud Grow, up with the Man; whereas Religion 
ud Virtue are more like things of a Foreign 
goth, which muſt b&planted and nurſt up with 
nore then ordinary Care, or elſe they will cer- 
ainly be choakt up with the Tares, the Natural 
produce of the Soil. And can there then be greater 
Objects of pity, than Children left in the hands of 
ir own Counſel, depriy'd even of. the benefit of 
owing their duty, and taking their directions 
rom a Corrupt nature Within, and Vicious ex- 
wples Without them? What can be expected in 
ch a Caſe, but that their latter end ſhou'd be warſe, 
lan their beginning; and that theſe firſt tendencies + 
b ſice will by degrees advance into confirm d and 
naſterly habits Would we preyent this effectual· 
y we muſt begin at that age, which is the moſt 
ſloeptible of good or ill impreſſions, and the moſt 
lkely to retain thoſe, it hath receiv d: And how 
o we know, what a mighty: Influence this Ear- 
care may have upon the 8 e 
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gan, mn 


itn 1 2 poten! r. v. 
che moſt Ke 180 the moſt laſting,” I 
| Reghteouſneſe, that exalteth a nation; and thereſt 
the beſt” Chriſtian is the beſt Subject To" tha 
this is a deſign, which manifeſtly” tehd's wy 
mote the. general od, as it is the moſt Ukel 
1 775 of putting a 1 to that, which is the ban 
e ee of any Prone: We have reuſon t 
pe, that this of ſeed, when it hath taken ry 
vil fil the land; make examples of vittne An 
"ral as Frequent, as, 1, fear, they hawe t 
| Rare and Uncommon among thoſe” of th 
poorer fort ; and that, where jr 4, ther 
grace will much more abound, Save and deliver wit 
God) from the hanid of firangs children, tohoſe "mou 
Zalketh of vanity, and their right hand 3 a-right bun 
F iniquity; that our Sons may grow up as the you be 
| Plants, and that our daughters may be as the * PE 
Corners of the Temple; that there be no Decay, mo lead ki 
into Captivity, no Complaining, no Swearing ol 
Garſing 1 er keen, Hey Gre the 2 1 90 ie} 
0 are in ſuch a Caſe — | k e exp 
1 have gone thro, what 1 pro open to ſper 
to firſt; but the Charity of this day aiming ch Nich 
Iy at the fpiritnal benefit of the poor, ir uff e 
be by no means foreign to it, wou d the Cu 
paſs of this diſcourſe allow me, as'T propos d 5 
20) To Caution the poor againſt ſach vices, 4. 
the Circumſtances of their condition render = bh 
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e ls to pi ulkinc as exhort mente che 


bannary virtnes i bet aeg Wt l: . 


„have not time to do this ſo fully as Ideſigu d: > 
1nd therefore, ſhall- only. point out two vices, 
Aube to me more particularly hinted at · in 


he — — *. Diſhoneſty or Injuſtice; ànd aal 


nn or a breach of the: raden off jo- 


ice). "__— regard to what-is another man s pro- 


party. * 1 Laan eee WY ids 


| As we are not to carve:out.ouwriown HP” 


in this World, ſo neither are we to remove the 
Landmarks and Boundaries, which the great 


Owner of the World hath ſet; for, what by Hu- 


mane la ws is determin d to be a man's Property, 
by the Divine is made his Right, and cannot 
vithout injuſtice be invaded. And therefore, 
ho the poor beth: by the Laws of GBd and 
lan are entitled: to à competent proviſion 


aud ſupport, yet by. Both are they forbidden to 


be judges in their Own eaſe they are only to 


appeal to an Higher Court, and to commit them · 


klyes to Him, who is the Hripen of the frienaleſt. 


Jetter is the poor man, than 2 ſaith Solomon, 
be poor, that mal i m in hir integrity, as he elſewhere. 


explains himſelf; is in an infinmtely better Con- 
Wition, than henvho by falſhood 2 lying puts 


(cheat upon Auather man, but a much greater 


won Himſelf: robs his Nidghben: of his Goods 
ihe loſe of hi Own Soul; makes ſuch an exchange 


8 he is ſo far from being a. gainer by, t hat at 
one day he d be glad to give og whale ru tore. 


_ the bargain.” 0 
0 2 


Hes eee, at their N 
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* = i A reel — afuent => 
reduc d to the loweſt degree of Adverſie) 
| God liveih, who'bath taken — 

rhe- Almighty, who hath var S; m 
fheakiwickedneſs, nor my — 5 — 


Oye, I will not remove my Integ 

teouſneſs will I hold faſt, 

heart ſhall not reproach me, a as l 

what (ſaith He) :# the hope of tbe \hypocrite;iths\ 
hath gain d, when God taketh away 2 woes What 
Gain can be equivalent to that Lofs ? hat att ot 
trick ſufficient to repair it ?-or what Want cin b 
comparably grie vous to the Want of a dip di 
water to cool a tongue tormented in that Name? 

The ſecond vice, againſt which I ſhall camioh 
the Poor, is Diſcontentedneſß and Nurmu ring a 
their Condition. What St. Pau had leu it 
what ſolder ftate he was, therewith to be content, is a 
neceſſary, but very difficult leſion, croſſing 
per verſe and querulous diſpoſition of mankind, 


who are for preſcribing laws ro-Ommipotende, d+ 


recting Infinite Wiſdom, controuling the Se 

reign Authority of the great Ruler of the world 
But as Diſcontent is very often the Fault een 

of the richeſt, ſo the Contrary is as much the 
Duty of the pooreſt, who ought hambly ah 

tiently to acquieſce in the Divine diſpoſal ; ut 
to fret at him, whoſe way doth proſper, but withs 
ſubmiſſive modeſty and entire reſignation to leave 
the Government of the World to Him, that Made 
it; to lay their hands upon their mouth and confels 
| chat twas His doing. Sig gt) ag vo Wt! 
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Woo. e we may 
ſe, how arrogant, as well ad vainy a ching it is oer 
ws to mufnene at that ſtation, in which He hath 
ac RN neee renounce His Au- 


by? ue ade hang f 


or ſtand, upon terms eich Ein Oates, iS 


contend 
or to think it hard, that he hath not more; when 
ll, that r isn free gift; and rings unde- 
ſerv d ? © TRAN Es Sener 57600 an W J 
But if we g one ſtep farther, we ſhall find 5 
agreater argument for Contentment, in the Wiſ- 
dom of God Almighty. Tho He may diſpenſe 
His favours Arbitrarily, yet He never doth it, but 
rith unerring Diſcernment! His gifts are never 
niſplac d or ill beſtow d, however ill they may be 
— or. apply d by us; and therefore what- 
erer part is allotted to us to act in this World, we 
nay be ſure, is that, which is moſt Fitting ab 
Becoming us; becauſe itis by the Jefitnation and 
appointment of Infinite Wiſdom. And this 
thought ſnonld, one would think, affectually ſi- 
ence our Clamours, that the affairs of this World 
are not govern d — Chance (for then indeed the 
Poor would have reaſon to think, that they had 
Hard Luck) but that they are directed by God's 
overruliz — that, tho we cant 
now — by what rules and meaſures He 
acts, yet we ma y depend upon it, that, as He maketh 
pur and maketh — ſo He doth Both for the wiſeſt 


and the beſt reaſons; and . we ſhould oy 
E 217012 . "WES | 
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But what, greater argument dan eg ty | 

in Payert 
1 
Son 


but 1 | 


ſſtate ob Lie, placd Hana — 2 
of men, astto His ontvward Condition, 
on Purpoſe to reſcue. Poverty fromdifg 
to keep the Poor'from:repining;'wha, 
riel, pet far our. fakes. He became poor; Jalan whe 
to lay Fits brad came not tabe:miviſtted.unta, ut to m 
niſter; was content to be among us, ar ane that cal: 
Jought noi burr; but us 5 and, as it were im a ſtate of 
8 r dnothingfraw.a ſervant; the. Heng 
Lare af ad i ed £ adn how! lo 
To onda, The Duty of the Poor in thi 
reſpect is, after they have done the beſt; they can 
by their own — and induſtry, to 40, al thei 
Care en Him, who careth fer them s to» put their 
whole truſt and confidence in Him, and to teftify 
it by frequent Acts of Prayer to Wag depend 
upon Him for Temporal: Bleſſings, that He, wit 
Feedeth the young ravent, will Ike wiſe, accordi 
His own gracious promiſe, fal the hingry with good 
things; but chiefly to depend on Him: Hud 10 pray 
for Spiritual Bleſſings, that Ile will he pleas d to 
ſanctify their preſent Condition tu them, give 
them grace to make a right uſe of ic; diſpoſe then 
to the exerciſe of all thaſe vettues, which 111 
3 particular ſtation points out to them, and at la 
Ll exchange their preſent Want for Riches, that 5 
$| never —— and repay their Ligbe and Mer 
3 mentary Aſflittiont with — wirhdut Enl 


and ithout Meaſure. +2 "4 
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aan agu 
* Eternal Ws. ; nd may * ere 0 5 
number of thoſe, whom God hath e the 
Poor of thus World, "but Rich in Faith, and heirs of the - 


e which He hath Rn. 'd to e k * love , 
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